Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Episode 17: Ray Romano/Zwan (4/12/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Totals:

0-10 Coneys – Garbage

11-20 Coneys – Needs Improvement

21-30 Coneys – Average

31-40 Coneys – Above Average

41-50 Coneys  - Instant Classic

51+ Coneys - Unparalleled Comic Genius

Pre-show Comments:

Jason:   BUZZ.  BUZZ.  BUZZ.  While I'm not exactly a Ray Romano fan (I've
seen an estimated 4 episodes of Everybody Loves Raymond), this episode is
up there with Liotta/Donnas in terms of buzz.

When Romano hosted for the first time back in March of 1999, it was amazing
funny.  The Sportscenter sketch alone has permanently altered my vocabulary
for the better.  Romano (a comedian) does on SNL what a comedian should do
- EXCEL!  Unlike last week's totally forgettable Bernie Mac mistake, Romano
demonstrated how to effectively use the gift that is a SNL host
opportunity.

Add Zwan, and the hype continues to build.  Although we're not talking
Episode II - Clones style levels, this episode better damn well be one of
Season 28's best.
Heather:    I must admit, I'm not into Ray Romano at all.  To date, I have
not seen one episode of Everybody Loves Raymond.  Although, the way my
relatives gush about it at family get-togethers, you'd think it was the
next Seinfeld.  I also did not catch the last time Romano hosted SNL,
except for a few sketches.  Those sketches I did happen to come across,
Sportscenter and Childlike Ad Presentation with Will Ferrell, were pretty
damn funny.  Based on those alone, I'm gonna predict an equally funny show
this time around, which shouldn't be to hard to do after last week's Mac
fiasco.  I am also really looking forward to seeing Zwan.  Corgan rocked
SNL's stage thrice with the Pumpkins and I would like to see the same with
Zwan (Please Note: this is not a direct comparison between the two bands).
Cold Opening:  Message From Saddam

Premise: Saddam attempts to convince the world that he is still currently alive

Jason:   Note to SNL:  WAY TO MUCH SANZ SADDAM!  I understand that it is topical, but this impression has got to go.  Uninspired, tired and very predictable.  Maya’s voiceover didn’t help either – at least she wasn’t doing her Glenda Goodwin nasally voice.

0 Coneys

Heather:   These types of translation skits are just not funny to me at all.  It wasn’t good when Sanz played North Korean leader Kim Jong Il, and was somehow even worse this time around with his Hussein character.  Incredibly boring.

0 Coneys 

Monologue:  Romano

Jason:   This has got to be the longest monologue of the season!  Too band half the jokes (although labeled as new) were old recycled standup routine material.  Still, I like monologues where the hosts do everything on their own and don’t rely on cast songs or sketches.  It’s more gutsy!

1 Coney

Heather:  This wasn’t really all that humorous, but it is nice to see a real comedian rely on THEIR jokes as opposed to the usual song and dance routine.  

1 Coney  

 Sketch: What’s the Rush?

Premise: Talk show about people holding sex until marriage

Jason:   Poehler and Meyers are usually good together, and they were decent here – but this sketch just didn’t have anything to it.  I kept waiting for a big payoff something, but all we got were some unfunny sex/boning jokes.  Romano did look pretty funny as “Sweet Pete” though.

1 Coney

Heather:  After a bad cold opener and a mediocre monologue, this sketch was especially disappointing.  It just seems like this idea has been used so many times.  I did get a chuckle when Romano’s character, Sweet Pete, describes sex as “Christmas joy – but in your pants.”

½ Coney  

Sketch:  Wakeup Wakefield

Premise:  Recurring sketch about self produced high school morning news updates

Jason:  All season long I’ve been defending this sketch.  Maya usually isn’t her typical annoying self and Sheldon always makes me laugh.  Season 28 could have done without this installment though.  The Jazz Times Ten jokes were again OK to start, but once Romano came on as Sheldon’s Dad, things went south.

So far this episode is off to a rough start.

1 Coney

Heather:  Ugh.  What is going on??  Is it too much to ask for ONE funny and original sketch??

0 Coneys  

Music:  Zwan

Jason:  Music already?  Thanks extra long monologue.  

Don’t know the name of the song, but I liked it.  And how about that “V” shirt?  So best – where do I get one?  Suncoast?

3 Coneys

Heather:  Is it just me or is anyone else wondering why the musical guest is on after only 2 sketches??  Pretty good song though.

3 Coneys

Weekend Update
Jason:  Uggh.  Not as good as the past few episodes.  The Casablanca joke was good, but the rest didn’t crack smiles.  

Meyers’ NCAA office pool routine was hilarious though.  “It’s hard to hear you up at the top”!  I loved the spectacle and top hat too.  Very funny.  Expect to see me recycling this routine over the summer.

Hammond’s Mohammed Said Al-Sahhaf surprisingly sucked.  Usually his WU bits are much more reliable.

2 Coneys

Heather:  As far as Weekend Updates go, this one was pretty weak.  I did love Fey’s joke about the J. Lo / Affleck remake of Casablanca – “This will be the perfect film for people who liked the original, but wished it was terrible.”

Meyers was just plain old annoying as the winner of the office NCAA pool.  It might have made a better impression if it was about half as long.

Even Hammond was bad as the Iraqi Minister of Information, although his face at the beginning was creepy enough to garner a smile.

1 ½ Coneys

Sketch:  The Rialto Grande


Premise:  Recurring sketch where struggling lounge comedian fights for laughs

Jason:  These are getting unnecessary.  I really want to start giving this shitty sketch zero coneys, but Armisen’s drummer always make me laugh a bit.  Was anyone else getting sick of Romano’s “hold/release” routine?  I know the point of this sketch is to parody bad jokes by bad comedians, but it needs to be smarter than this to succeed!  Go away Kattan!

1 Coney

Heather:  Ok, this sketch has now been officially way overused.  I used to at least get a kick out of Armisen’s old man drummer and the girl’s cocktail waitress impressions, but even those are now old and predictable.  

0 Coneys   

Sketch: CNN Update
 

Premise:  News update about SNL’s progress so far into the episode  

Jason:  This was a nice new idea.  Too bad it sucked!  It sort of reminded me of that old “News From 10 Feet Away” that they used to do on Miller’s Weekend Update.  The newscroll about SNL personnel was funny, but the rest draaaaaaged.

1 Coney

Heather:  This was pretty clever.  Not a show-saver in any way, but it was decent.

1 Coney  

Sketch:  Phone Booth

Premise:  Parody of the current film

Jason:   Not funny at all.  Why does every sketch rely on penis jokes this episode?

0 Coneys

Heather:  Man, of all the movies to parody, why this one??  This would’ve been so much better if it were Corpses!!

0 Coneys

Sketch:  Access Hollywood 

Premise:  Romano’s Sportscenter anchor character gets a job at Access Hollywood

Jason:   Finally!  Something decent.  Although not nearly as good as the Sportscenter installment, this is the best sketch so far.  Poehler’s Hollywood jokes were perfect – but Romano’s random comments stole the show.  The bit about Dick Van Dyke being a robot was probably the best – “I guess we should call him Junky Van Robot”.  The Russell Crowe voiceover was pretty good too.  The “Sweet Sassy Molassey” stuff seemed a little desperate and forced, but overall it didn’t ruin things.

3 Coneys

Heather:  By far the best sketch of the night!!  I was actually laughing out loud at this one!!  Romano’s Chet Harper was great.  I loved the bit where he was dressed up as Nia Vardalos in the grocery store, where she was allegedly buying bananas for the monkey she sleeps with!!  It was kind of weird to hear him bring back the whole “sweet sassy molassey” thing though.  

3 Coneys

Music:  Zwan

Jason:   Another good song that I didn’t know the name of.  I really should buy this album!

3 Coneys

Heather:  This was ok, but I didn’t like it as much as the first song.

2 Coneys

Sketch:  Club Traxx

Premise:  Recurring sketch about a European TRL-type show

Jason:   Glad to see this back.  Too bad the host’s guest character kept it from hitting full coney levels again.  This sketch really only needs Armisen.  His songs are so funny, but all the Maya/audience comments weigh it down.  

Highlight:  Leonard’s “Country Music on the Farm Again” song.

2 Coneys

Heather:  Unfortunately, this was not as funny as the McConaughey installment (go figure), but it was still laughable.  I just love Leonarrrrrrd.  Too bad his random songs didn’t have the same kick as last time.

2 Coneys  

Commercial Parody:  Udan Hussein for President 

Premise:  Saddam’s son tries to enter the political arena

Jason:  Not Armisen’s best work.  Hate to say it.

1 Coney

Heather:  The best thing about this skit was Armisen’s picture at the end.  

1 Coney  

Closing Comments:

Jason:   Man was I wrong.  I thought this would have been one of the better Season 28 episodes, turned out to be more of the same – mediocre.  Season 28 is really starting to seem like nobody is trying anymore.  Romano was decent playing the characters he was given, but the writing for them all sucked.  

Well – only three live episodes left and all of them are with questionable hosts.  Let’s all hope for a miracle.

19 out of 52 Coneys

Heather:  Well, this episode was a real let down, to say the least.  I was hoping for so much more from Romano.  Nummer took the words right out of my mouth when he said it seemed like no one’s trying anymore.  I know it would’ve been hard to top Season 27, but I think Lorne has some serious thinking to do about his cast / writing staff before Season 29.  

15 out of 52 Coneys

