Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Episode 16: Bernie Mac/Good Charlotte (4/5/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Totals:

0-10 Coneys – Garbage

11-20 Coneys – Needs Improvement

21-30 Coneys – Average

31-40 Coneys – Above Average

41-50 Coneys  - Instant Classic

51+ Coneys - Unparalleled Comic Genius

Pre-show Comments:

Jason:  Another Season 28 episode, another host I'm not really familiar with. I've seen his small supporting roles in Who's The Man, Booty Call and Friday, but have successfully avoided him over the last few years when he starting gaining tons of popularity. I guess I've considered my comedic needs pretty full without him.

I still say this episode has buzz though. Queen Latifah a few episodes ago really drove the "don't judge a book by it's cover" lesson home. As long as Rudolph and Morgan don't get creative control of 75% of the sketches, this episode could pull off a hail mary - let's just hope Astronaut Jones doesn't introduce Cadet Mac!

As for Good Charlotte, I honestly don't know anything by them. I'll probably recognize something, but my 89X listening days ended the day I walked out of that office. Nothing but CDs, WDET and Stern in the car rides for me. Sorry Good Charlotte. I say no buzz.
Heather:   Bernie Mac. Most of the time I find him annoying, but sometimes he can manage some laughs. In light of the surprisingly good Latifah episode though, this may very well be one of the best shows yet this season. Who knows. All I can do is just pray that the 2 week break has brought forth some good, unique skits and hope for the best.

Good Charlotte. Lifestyles of the Rich and the Famous is about all I know and that's stretching it. In the words of Simon Cowell, "Whoopee." 

Cold Opening:  Bush Press Conference

Premise: Bush updates the American people on the war effort

Jason:  Whoa.  Two Bush openers in a row.  Too bad this one was nowhere near as good as the perfect 4 coney rating I gave it last time.  The jokes about Tango and Cash, Geraldo and a button to kill “bad people” were good – but this was the first SNL Bush appearance since the war.  This could have been thought out much more to increase the effectiveness.

1 Coney

Heather:  Although this sketch was probably the most appropriate given the war, my hopes for a great cold opener immediately fell the minute I saw George W.  I really thought that maybe the more I saw Parnell’s impersonation of Bush, the more I would eventually like it.  No ah ah.  Which is really too bad because I like Parnell.  But alas, his role as Bush is just not meant to be.

0 Coneys

Monologue:  Mac

Jason:  While it wasn’t that funny, I’m still giving this a coney.  Mac’s monologue totally reminded me of the old days when this time was for the host – not the cast playing characters.  Too bad he didn’t use the time a little wiser though.  For being a self proclaimed “King of Comedy”, I expected a much better standup routine.  

1 Coney

Heather:  Yeah…this pretty much sucked ass.  I think I cracked a smile once when he talked about how he shot 3 people last week on suspicion that they were suicide bombers, but said he was sorry.  Otherwise, this was a painfully boring monologue.

0 Coneys

 Sketch: Boston Teens

Premise: Drunk/Stoned Idiots act stupid

Jason:  Dumb.  At least they’ve spaced it out though.  The last Boston Teens was the Damon season opener back in October.  Good work Lorne.

0 Coneys

Heather:  Wow…talk about unexpected…and I’m not saying that in a good way.  Bernie Mac is supposed to be a comedian, right??  And did anyone else catch Fallon’s total Sandler rip-off scream on the Jumbotron??  Worst.

0 Coneys 

Sketch:  Brain Busters

Premise: The Black host gets upset when two White contestants fail to answer Black History questions

Jason:  OK.  I’m sure this sounded hilarious on paper.  Too bad Mac’s God awful delivery combined with Fallon and Sanz’s giggle chemistry ruined it.  Mac yelling “Just guess FOOL” was funny, but the rest?  Garbage.

0 Coneys

Heather:  Fallon and Sanz in back to back sketches??  And what is going on with B Mac??  Did he even make it to rehearsals this week??  He’s flubbing lines left and right!!  Horrible sketch.

0 Coneys  

Commercial Parody:  Hot Sauce Carry Purse


Premise:  Tabasco launches a portable hot sauce station

Jason:  This was decent.  Mac and Poehler had some funny lines to play off each other.  It was Maya Rudolph who kept this one from getting any more coneys.  It’s getting to the point where I’m flat out sick of her!  Quit this summer!  PLEASE!

2 Coneys  

Heather:  I think this could quite possibly be one of the dumbest commercial parodies to ever air on SNL.  Even Forte’s and Poehler’s mad dancing couldn’t save it.

0 Coneys  

Sketch: Movie Theater
 

Premise:  African Americans talk loudly at the theater

Jason:  Dude!  They just did this bit three episodes ago on the Walken episode!  True, this one expanded on the idea a bit more, but c’mon!  Morgan.  We get it!  You think African Americans talk at the theater at all the time!  Move on.  

Jason tidbit:  This was also the point in the episode where I realized Mac has a lazy eye.  

The bit with Armisen’s Grandpa should be mentioned as well.  There.  It was mentioned.

1 Coney

Heather:  Since the last two movies I’ve been to included these exact kinds of loudmouth assholes in the audience, I could completely relate.  Unfortunately, seeing a sketch of the same thing proved to be just as annoying.  No laughs.

0 Coneys  

Music:  Good Charlotte
Jason:  Don’t know the song.  Don’t want to.  Honestly though, for what it is, it wasn’t bad.  If I was 13, I’d probably proclaim this as the greatest musical event of Season 28.  

1 Coney

Heather:  Truthfully, I didn’t really pay a whole lot of attention to GC’s performance.  However, I feel justified in basing my coney count on the fact that it’s bands like these that have made radio listening close to unbearable.

0 Coneys

 Weekend Update

Jason:  Can WU be counted on to save this shithole episode so far?  Not quite.  The jokes about Reginald Q. Gayballs, the Saddam/Lionel Ritchie video and the nose shirt were awesome, but the rest was pretty standard.  

I think the world is officially sick of Drunk Girl (hey the chicken wing in the bra got laughs, let’s put a crab leg in there now) and Gene Shalit.  

A last ditch attempt came with the country duo of U.S.Amen played by Forte and Parnell.  Forte’s country singing voice was seriously laugh out loud funny, but the anti-protest jokes were old by the second verse.

2 Coneys

Heather:  While I can’t say this was a great Weekend Update, it did at least break the 0 Coney streak.  I did get a chuckle out of Fey’s Rosie O’Donnell “eating out” joke.  I was highly disappointed to see Richard’s come out in his Drunk Girl character though.  I mean, of all of his hilarious portrayals (Busey, Burt Bacharach, etc.), they had to choose Drunk Girl??  And Gene Shalit.  It’s just really hard to laugh when you know exactly what’s coming.  Forte was for sure the highlight of WU as part of the pro-war duo U-S-Amen.  His singing can always be counted on for laughs, even if what he was singing half the time was pretty lame.  I do kind of wish the other member would’ve been Armisen though.

1 ½ Coneys

Sketch:  Three Stooges 75th Anniversary

Premise:  75 years later a fourth stooge is revealed

Jason:   Hey Fallon – when you do an impression, don’t use your normal voice and mannerisms.  Idiot.  

Once Fallon’s Woody Harrelson bit was over, the sketch looked like it was on the way up.  Hammond had some really funny bits as a museum employee and Kattan and Richards were dead on with their Stooges routine.  

What killed this sketch was how quickly telegraphed it became.  Much like the DeNiro downfalls, you could totally tell Mac was going to be a no-nonsense Stooge who wouldn’t take his beatings like the others.  

2 Coneys

Heather:  More Fallon??  Come on!!  And..uh..nice Woody Harrelson impression by the way.  I didn’t realize that you guys were so close in personality that you could just be yourself and say you’re him.  As for the rest of the sketch, it was totally predictable!!  Like we couldn’t see Mac’s Ribeye character beating the other Stooges silly from a mile away.  I am actually getting frustrated watching this episode.

0 Coneys  

Sketch:  No Smoking in NYC bars 

Premise:  New Yorkers react to the new No Smoking in city bars rule

Jason:  I would have been surprised if SNL didn’t address this new policy.  Personally, I’m all for it!  I can see people’s points though.  We are in America.  Restaurants and planes are one thing – but bars?  Whatever.  All this means is that I can get one more use out of jeans after wearing them to shows!

This sketch, much like Stooges, started off OK.  Mac and Poehler were perfect as crusty old smokers who won’t take no for an answer.  And Poehler’s voice!  Crazed!  The whole thing never managed to get legs though.  Meyers’ simply kept taking their cigarettes away for five minutes.  

0 Coneys

Heather:  With the exception of Poehler in her black wig and smoker’s voice, this sketch was yet another bomb.  Fallon again??  Last time I looked, B Mac wasn’t some young barely-twenty hottie.  So what gives??  The only thing that kept this from getting zero coneys was Poehler’s one liner – “Puffers are good stuffers.”  Classy!!  

½ Coney

Sketch:  Second Time Around

Premise:  Recurring sketch in which Glenda Goodwin hosts a talk show

Jason:   I’m actually going to post the same thing I said last time this came up.  My opinion hasn’t changed one bit.  I’m really close to liking Fallon more than Rudolph!

From the 2/8/03 McConaughey episode:

I thought Maya’s delivery was weak last time around, and my opinion doesn’t change here.  Who the hell wanted this character back?  And in twice the amount of screen time?  Seriously, Lorne and Maya must have something going on if shit like this is making it to air.  That or the cast is having the king of all “off weeks”.  Maya.  Shut up with your “Hyun-dai-ay”.  

This sketch = garbage.

0 Coneys

Heather:  And just when I thought that this episode couldn’t get any worse….

0 Coneys  

Commercial Parody:  Swiffer Sleepers

OAD:  10/12/02

Jason:  See Gellar episode review

3 Coneys  

Heather:  See Gellar episode review.

2 Coneys

Sketch: Saddam Look-a-like status report 

Premise:  Saddam is updated on the war progress

Jason:  Sanz.  Your Saddam is worse.  Thanks for wasting sketch time.

0 Coneys

Heather:  Way to be innovative guys.  If this is what’s being aired, can you imagine what got cut after the dress rehearsal??  

0 Coneys

Music:  Good Charlotte #2

Jason:  Fast-forwarded this time.  This episode is a lost cause.

0 Coneys

Heather:  My opinion hasn’t changed since their previous song.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  Don Banks King of “Comedy” Suits

Premise:  Store specializing in suits worn by Black comedians
Jason:  Again, this probably sounded like a really funny idea.  But seriously, do we need more Cosby sweater jokes?  If it was old when it showed up in 2000’s High Fidelity, it will for sure be old in 2003 Mac comedy.  Not funny at all.

0 Coneys

Heather:  I honestly can’t believe I’m still watching at this point.  

0 Coneys

Closing Comments:

Jason:  What the hell.  I thought Bernie Mac was supposed to be some comic genius for our time.  I guess I was right for avoiding his sitcom all this time.  I’m sorry, but when ACTUAL STANDUP COMEDIANS host SNL, the episode should be an instant classic.  SNL is a comic showcase.  If you can’t do well on a comedy showcase as a comedian – you’re a fluke.  Face it Bernie Mac.  In a few years, people will be making fun of you in some sketch about washed up comedians and what they wear.  Mac.  Enjoy it while it lasts.  Your days are numbered.

And what was Fallon doing in six sketches (including WU).  Man alive.

Well.  We only have 4 live episodes left.  Too bad we had to start the final stretch with what was OFFICIALLY the worst episode of the season by way of coney counts.  

13 Coneys out of 60.

Heather:  Bernie Mac.  It’s pretty sad when the funniest sketch (according to coney count) is a comedy parody that has been brought back for the third time (Swiffer Sleepers).  Seriously, I think I got more laughs out of an episode of Felicity than I did this show.  I don’t get it.  I thought comedians = funny.  And it’s not even like he got stuck with a bunch of bum sketches!!  It was totally all him!!  Ugh.  Worst episode evs.

4 Coneys out of 60

