Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Episode 18: Ashton Kutcher/50 Cent (5/3/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Totals:

0-10 Coneys – Garbage

11-20 Coneys – Needs Improvement

21-30 Coneys – Average

31-40 Coneys – Above Average

41-50 Coneys  - Instant Classic

51+ Coneys - Unparalleled Comic Genius

OAD:  Original Airdate

Pre-show Comments:

Jason:   Sadly, this episode has the best hope for being the best one out of the remaining three. First things first though, I absolute HATE Kuthcher - and I'm not even that familiar with him. I've seen bits and pieces of That 70's Show over the years and a few episodes of Punk'd. This guy has to be one of the most clueless and talent less pretty boys to come down the pike in a long time (save Fallon).

However, he is always trying to have fun at whatever he's doing, so hopefully that will give the currently drab SNL a jump-start. As long as his shirt is tucked in and his mesh hat is straight, I'll be able to tolerate him. I also like the Punk'd angle for a possible new installment of Pranksters (last seen Walken/Foo).

As for 50 Cent, I actually don't know squat about him. I'm sure I'd recognize the hit single, but aside from recent magazine covers, I'm pretty clueless when it comes to this clown.
Heather:    I have to admit that my level of optimism for a good, solid and amazingly enough, funny episode of SNL has deteriorated rather drastically. And unfortunately, I'm not really counting on Ashton Kutcher to make it any better. That is not to say, however, that there won't be some good laughs coming out of this week's show. I used to be an avid watcher of That 70's Show and I gotta say that Kelso could be pretty damn funny. But I've also caught an episode of MTV's Punk'd and found Kutcher's antics and dialogue to be, at times, annoying. So, maybe if he can find a medium in between, it might just be a decent show. While he's not a great actor by any means, Kutcher can be a great entertainer, and if there's anything SNL is lacking right now, it's entertainment value. Alas, my idea of entertainment has greatly differed from SNL's as of late. And for some reason, with Kutcher as host, I can somehow see this episode being full of the likes of Jarrett's Room and Wake Up Wakefield. Basically anything with Fallon and Sanz goofing off and Maya's gargantuan tongue.

I am looking forward to 50 Cent though. I don't know anything of his other than In Da Club (obvs), but that tune was infectious enough to spark some interest in his upcoming performance. 

Cold Opening:  Presidential address from USS Abraham Lincoln

Premise: Parody of the recent speech from the President

Jason:   At first I wasn’t sure what the joke here was supposed to be.  The first two minutes of the sketch were pretty much the actual speech the real Bush delivered!  

Then he started in with the goofy audience questions and it picked up a bit.  This could have been much better, but like most SNL good ideas lately, they beat it to death.  This was entirely too long and shows how hit or miss Parnell’s Bush can actually be.  Not the best opener I’ve seen.

1 Coney

Heather:  Ugh.  They have seriously got to quit it with these Bush openers.  I know that typically the cold opener is where these presidential addresses take place, but it just seems like every single one has fallen flat on it’s face. They just go on way too long and Parnell’s unconvincing impression of George W. definitely doesn’t help.  

0 Coneys 

Monologue:  Kutcher

Jason:   OK.  I thought the joke was going to be how many things he obviously had stuffed in his underwear – but no!  Were we supposed to believe that was all Ashton?  Ridiculous.  

As guessed in the pre-show comments, Kutcher is launching right into to his care free, “rebellious”, “no body has ever acted like me” routine.  Add Maya and Parnell for some stupid comments and you have another bad Season 28 monologue.

1 Coney

Heather:  While the whole underwear thing was completely expected, it didn’t make it any less obscene.  Talk about putting yourself out there for your monologue.  Was that real?!  Too bad it wasn’t funny.

0 Coneys

Commercial Parody:  Count Chocula Silver

Premise: The Count deals with health troubles caused by a lifetime of eating Count Chocula

Jason:   What do we have here?  Fallon’s best work?  Possibly.  In terms of Fallon tolerance, this was up there with Over Here Guys and the more recent installments of Top O’ The Morning.  Very funny.

4 Coneys

Heather:  It took me about halfway through before I realized that Count Chocula was really Fallon!!  I think what threw me was that I actually found it funny.  That might’ve been a little harsh.  I do think Fallon can be funny when he’s not all goofing around and laughing at every little thing.  And stuff like Count Chocula Silver really shows that.  I loved the fact that his risk for colon cancer was higher just because he was a “chocolate” vampire!!  Good stuff!!

3 Coneys

Sketch:  Jarret’s Room

Premise:  Recurring sketch in which college burnouts host a show streamed over the Internet

Jason:  Worthless.  This sketch has now been on FOUR times this season.  Give it a rest!  The only time it was good this season in my opinion was Gore/Phish – and that was mainly because of Phish!  Are there actual fans of this sketch anymore?  

How about Kutcher’s Swedish character?  That was almost as annoying as McConaughey’s character on the first appearance of Club Traxx.  

0 Coneys

Heather:  Yeah, leave it to this sketch to completely change my attitude towards Fallon!!!  Actually the worst part about this was indeed Kutcher.  So annoying!!!  I wished I could’ve reached into the TV to close his stupid mouth!!!  

 0 Coneys  

Sketch:  Madonna:  An American Life

Premise:  Madonna talks about her new album

Jason:  Let’s keep changing the age of Madonna because it’s so funny that she’s old.  This sketch sucked.  I hate Seth Meyers playing these types of characters too.  The only thing remotely funny about this was Armisen and Kutcher giving Madonna guitar lessons set to “Smoke on the Water”.  The rest of the sketch was garbage.

0 Coney

Heather:  This wasn’t the best sketch, but I got a few chuckles out of it.  Poehler had Madonna’s “accent” down perfectly.  The bit about Swept Away was pretty good: “Swept Away was the kind of movie that was not supposed to be good.”  The guitar segment and the in-store performance were also decent.

1 Coney

Sketch:  Term Paper Cheaters


Premise:  Students are caught trying to turn in papers that aren’t not their own

Jason:  This was funny.  Unlike the Madonna sketch, Seth Meyers IS funny when playing bratty teenagers like this.  

Call me a sucker for SNL high school classroom sketches, but I really thought this was done well.  Kutcher, Poehler and Parnell were all perfect in their portrayals.  Kutcher blocking the cell phone during the AP call was great!

3 Coneys

Heather:  This was ok.  Meyers had by far the funniest character.  His arrogant attitude and especially his facial expressions were great!  

2 Coneys  

Music:  50 Cent

Jason:   Very annoying, but not completely horrible.  

1 Coney

Heather:  I gotta admit, I like this song.  Unfortunately, this performance wasn’t too great.

1 Coney

Weekend Update
Jason:  Not the best installment.  Fallon’s joke delivery is noticeably becoming more like Norm MacDonald’s.  You can see it in the pause after a punch line or the blank/dumb stare he does after the joke.  I guess there are still some SNL alums left he hasn’t tried to rip off .

This brought us to another appearance of Kattan and Rudolph doing Liza and David.  Not funny at ALL!

2 Coneys

Heather:  On the whole, this WU actually ended up being better than I expected.  There were some good jokes.  My favorites:  Bush pulling a “Classic W” by stuffing the crotch of his aircraft suit, Kick-A-Hobo, Arkansas as the least generous city and cancer sniffing being the worst dog job.  

Kattan and Maya were alright as married couple David Guest and Liza Minelli.  The kissing scenes were sort of funny and I always find jazz hands to be amusing. 

However, the stars of WU were, of course, Forte and Armisen with their SARS prevention song.  “Listen up…listen up listen up.”  How does Forte get his voice so high?!  Awesome!

3 Coneys

Sketch: The Falconer
 

Premise:  Donald the Falcon must face off against a Muskrat to keep respect in the forest

Jason:  At first I was a little upset with this already coming back.  This is now the third Falconer appearance.  I’m worried that this will be overused and lose all of the appeal.  My worries seemed to come true since the first minute or so was really bad.   Kutcher’s portrayal of The Muskrateer was nothing short of pointless, Forte-imitating shouting and awkward pauses for laughter that never came.  

However, once they started the video of Gaylan the muskrat and Donald dueling in various skills games, the whole sketch turned around and saved itself.  

Hopefully we’ve seen the last of this for Season 28.  Now if Lorne were smart, he should only allow this to appear maybe twice next season.  Don’t kill what has been one of the best SNL sketches in the last 10 years!

4 Coneys

Heather:  I was pretty worried at the beginning of this sketch with the introduction of the Muskrateer.  This skit has been so awesome, I didn’t want to see it ruined by the likes of Ashton Kutcher.  The retelling of how they ended up in the forest was also really taking away from the skit.  Luckily, the games were funny enough to erase the beginning in my mind.  I was actually gasping for breath I was laughing so hard, especially when Donald and Gaylan were playing quarters and Gaylan starting puking up beer while Donald screeched in the background!!  BEST!!!

4 Coneys  

Bit:  Tracy and Dean threaten Kutcher

Premise:  Latest of recurring backstage conversations

Jason:  These are never funny. 

0 Coneys   

Heather:  I know this was meant to be funny, but what was up with Kutcher repeatedly telling Morgan he wouldn’t punk because he respected his acting too much??  Guess we know who wrote this one.  Cut it out Morgan!!!

0 Coneys

Sketch:  Politics Today 

Premise:  High school dropouts discuss current events

Jason:   This had so much potential – especially since Armisen played the host!  But alas, much like the rest of the ensemble discussion style sketches of this season, each guest tries to establish their own little catch phrase or persona too early and it keeps the rest of the sketch from going anywhere.  Doubt this will ever be back.

0 Coneys

Heather:  This was so weird!!  Hammond was actually creeping me out!!  I mean…I was laughing, but in that awkward way when you really don’t know what is going on.  It seemed like he was always on the verge of laughing at himself whenever he said something.  And half the time it wasn’t even funny.  Everyone just seemed pretty sub par in this, even Poehler and Armisen.  Pretty disappointing. 

0 Coneys

Music:  50 Cent

Jason:   F’Fd.

0 Coneys

Heather:  Blah.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  50’s Ent

Premise:  A 1950’s novelty band performs at a prison

Jason:   Forte was really good as the prison guard (“SHUT IT UP”), but who thought this would be funny all week during the writing?  It doesn’t seem like they even bothered rehearsing it either.  Armisen delivered his first really bad miscue of the season, and Kattan had a false start too.  

1 Coney

Heather:  This sketch was pretty mediocre, but I did laugh at Forte’s prison guard character.  “SHUT THE F UP!  SHUT IT UP!!”  Armisen’s hair was amusing, but what was going on with them messing up the songs??  Armisen almost seemed like he intentionally started singing out of nowhere and then laughing.  Which of course got Fallon laughing.  It just looked like no one really cared in this one. 

1 Coney   

Commercial Parody:  Straight Talk About Today’s Markets

Premise:  A business CEO talks the truth about the stock market with the public

OAD:  1/18/03
Jason:  See comments from Liotta/Donnas episode.

1 Coney

Heather:  See comments from Liotta/Donnas episode.

2 Coneys

Closing Comments:

Jason:  Kutcher was exactly what I thought it would be.   Writing these reviews has become so cookie cutter in the last few months.  One or two good sketches per episode, and the rest it pretty much waste.  C’mon SNL!  Give me something to say besides resorting back to “Fallon sucks” or “the only good thing about this was Armisen”!    

18 out of 56 Coneys

Heather:  Not really much to say about this episode.  Kutcher was more annoying than funny, which was pretty much what I had anticipated.  What really bothered me was that not one cast member seemed really into any sketch whatsoever.  It just appeared like everyone was just going through the motions to get the show done.  I don’t know what’s going on, but it’s definitely not good given there’s only two episodes left.    

17 out of 56 Coneys

