Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Episode 13: Christopher Walken/Foo Fighters (2/22/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Totals:

0-10 Coneys – Garbage

11-20 Coneys – Needs Improvement

21-30 Coneys – Average

31-35 Coneys – Above Average

36-40 Coneys  - Instant Classic

41+ Coneys - Unparalleled Comic Genius

Pre-show Comments:

Jason:  This episode has tons and tons and tons of buzz. Walken (hosting for his 6th time) episodes are always good. No matter if it's my all time favorite Walken sketch "The Census" ('00), Bruce Dickinson Cowbell ('00), The Continental ('90-present) or The Badger in Will Ferrell's behind ('01), Walken consistently delivers quality.

Add the Foo Fighters, and you easily have the best Walken pairing since 2001's Walken/Weezer episode. While I don't have the latest Foo Fighters album, I'm still pretty confident I'll like what I hear. Hopefully the sound will be better than their last appearance though ('99). I've never heard a worse SNL sound mix ever.

Post Walken, SNL will take a week off in preparation for the 3/8/03 episode which Queen Latifah is still rumored to be hosting.

Heather:  Singing monologues. Centaur job interviews. Blue Oyster Cult - Behind the Music. The Continental. What do all of these wonderful things have in common, you ask? Why, one of the best SNL hosts ever, Christopher Walken!! I am almost giddy thinking about this week's show!! Walken seems to always bring unexpected goodness to the episodes he hosts. And I just caught him on Conan the other night. Conan pointed out that his hair was sticking straight up and thus launched Walken into his theory that the more weight he puts on, the bigger his hair gets. It was hilarious! I'm definitely counting on Walken to be a standout episode for Season 28.

Foo Fighters. One of the funniest bands I've seen. And good songs to boot. It's gonna be a good show.

Cold Opening:  Hardball

Premise: More debate on the impending war with Iraq

Jason:   I know everyone likes these, but this sketch is starting to wear out it’s welcome in my opinion.  This is the fourth time (including the Superbowl Special) that Hardball has appeared this season!  That’s venturing into 1998 Mango and 2001/2002 Fellows numbers.  This is even the second time Hardball has appeared in a Walken episode!  Be careful Hammond.


This time around was just as good as the others, but again – it’s starting to get old!  Walken did save it a little bit though.  I’m also glad Morgan didn’t appear as Sharpton again too.  It’s nice to have breaks.

2 Coneys  

Heather:  This was by far one of the best Hardballs and cold openers I’ve ever seen.  I laughed the entire sketch.  Hammond as the loudmouth sarcastic Chris Matthews was in top form.  And Walken as the French Prime Minister!!  Just hearing him say douchebag in a French accent was enough for the 4 coneys!!  Plus that hair!!  So best!!

4 Coneys 

Monologue:  Walken

Jason:   “Mix ‘em ups”!  Best.  Notice that his hair is still sort of done up like his French Minister character from Hardball (wait…that may be his real hair).  Throw in dancing girls and you have an above average monologue.

3 Coneys

Heather:  YES!!  Even though the whole song routine was totally expected, it was still awesome!!  Walken!  Mixin’ it up!  I can already feel this is going to be the best show by far of Season 28.

3 Coneys 

Sketch: Pranksters

Premise:  TV show where guests pull pranks on unknowing recipients

Jason:  This was good, but it didn’t seem like it should have made opening sketch.  The premise was inventive and it gave Meyers another chance to play his extreme teen character, but Walken was the real star of this one.  “He was a Stiffly Stifferson so I stuck it to him – WHAMMY”.  And don’t forget, this latest episode of Pranksters is totally awesome – but only if you’re cool.    

3 Coneys

Heather:  If it weren’t for Walken, this sketch wouldn’t have been nearly as funny.  I know.  Get a room, right?!  But, for real, I don’t know how he pulls off the psycho / hilarious thing so perfectly.  He beats a guy to death with a tire iron and then gives a thumbs up to the camera and I’m practically in tears!!  “I jumped out and pranked him to death with a tire iron!”  Great!!!

3 Coneys

Sketch:  The Continental

Premise:  The Continental fails again, this time trying to seduce a female answering his ad in the paper

Jason:  Hard to believe Walken has done this character every time he has hosted since 1990.  This installment was decent, but it didn’t throw anything fresh at the character or situation.  The Snoop Dogg/porno stash was funny and so was the bit about the Combos, but other than that, it seems a little tired.   

2 Coneys

Heather:  What can I say??  Another classic installment.  So many great lines from “Combos.  They cheese your hunger away,” to “Focus on lotion.  It’s the shiznit!”  I just love how Walken is so into the character!!  He is having a really good time and it makes this sketch just so good!!

4 Coneys

Sketch:  Lost at Sea

Premise:  Four shipwrecked survivors stranded on a raft try to decide on a new captain

Jason:   Genius.  Best sketch since Liotta Falconer.  Walken wants to be the new raft captain so bad that if he doesn’t get it he’s gonna go “BEZERK”.  The whole Iceberg Alley shortcut was hilarious and so was his insistence that he’ll stop all the gay stuff.  


I’m pretty sure this was a Forte sketch which further solidifies him as the one of the best SNL pickups in years.  Can’t wait for him to be promoted so he gets even more stuff on the air.   Oh Will Forte, sorry I doubted your abilities back in October.

4 Coneys

Heather:  Oh my GOD!!  SNL keeps pitching the good sketches and Walken just knocks them out of the park!!  Everyone was good in this one, but once again Walken shines as the crazy captain that sunk the original boat because he wanted to take a shortcut through Iceberg Alley.  His heckling of Armisen’s and Meyers’ “campaign” speeches was so hysterical.  Yeah, so he wasted all of the flares lighting his farts, but he was just trying to improve raft morale!!  And so what if he tried to eat Meyers?  He was only on a cocaine high, but since he’s out of cocaine it won’t be a problem anymore!  With innovative campaigning like that, I’d vote for Walken anyday!!

4 Coneys 

Sketch:  African American Archives

Premise:  History channel show focusing on Lucious Claymont, the first African American man to yell at a movie screen

Jason:   Loved this.  “Oh no you ain’t”.  Dean and Morgan work well together.  They should do more things before Morgan (hopefully) takes off in May.

4 Coneys

Heather:  This was a decent little skit.  A funny twist on all of the buzz over African American History month.

2 Coneys

Sketch:  Colonel Angus

Premise: Play on words where a southern family raves about the infamous Colonel Angus

Jason:    Good, but got a little old.

2 Coneys

Heather:  Pretty clever sketch.  Dratch calling Walken’s Colonel Angus a carpetbagger was priceless.  As was Richards “eewww” face as the errand boy when the Colonel reveals his full name is Anal Angus.  It just seemed a little too long for my taste.  Still hilarious though.

3 Coneys

Weekend Update

Jason:  Another great Weekend Update!  

The Will Ferrell/Britney cameo was brilliant.  “All of our animals are sick.  Every one of them”.  Great.

Steve Martin’s time could have been used a little better.  Maybe he should have tried to sell his Steve Martin Penis Cream again or something.

Didn’t really care for Maya’s Aguilera.  Just another excuse for her to pretend she has a singing voice and make stupid faces – which nobody seems to find funny but her.  

3 Coneys

Heather:  This was a pretty good Weekend Update.  Not as funny as I would’ve guessed with all of the cameo appearances, but it still got a lot of laughs.  I absolutely loved Maya as Christina Aguilera talking about how she did not receive any Grammy nominations because her album came out too late.  It was seriously her best character since Time Traveling Scott Joplin.  

Steve Martin’s “cameo” was pretty lame, but what else was he gonna do?  Plug his new movie Bringing Down the House??  He made the right decision by just standing there.

I was highly disappointed with Ferrell’s cameo though.  I’m just hoping that it was Spears that was bringing him down and he’s not losing his touch.

3 Coneys

Music:  Foo Fighters – All My Life

Jason:  Good tune.  Glad to see the Foo Fighters have gotten a better sound mix this time too! 

3 Coneys

Heather:  Enjoyable.  

3 Coneys  

Sketch:  The Luvahs

Premise:  Roger and Virginia enjoy vacationing at a friend’s winter cabin 

Jason:  Never really got into this sketch.  The Jack Black and Alec Baldwin installments last season had a few good one-liners, but Will Ferrell’s return could have been utilized so much better.  They should have used him as George W, Harry Carry or something.  It was good to see Walken in this sketch again though – he plays the character so well!

2 Coneys  

Heather:  I hate to say this, because my man Ferrell was in the mix, but I think this was probably the worst sketch of the night.  Not that I didn’t laugh at some parts (mostly at Ferrell’s “aaahhh”ing), but it just seems really old to me now.  And after all of the previous sketches, which were awesome because they were so random, this just didn’t seem very funny.  About the best part was when Ferrell actually knocks Dratch off the couch at the end.

2 Coneys

Music:  Foo Fighters – Times Like These

Jason:  Whoa.  I totally missed the Jim Carrey cameo the first time around due to some anxious fast forwarding.  It wasn’t until a post show call from Andy Moore that opened my eyes to his kick ass leg guitar.  Thanks Lembeck at Hotmail.   

4 Coneys

Heather:  What is up with the scheduling lately??  Another week with only one sketch separating the musical segments.  Hmm.  Anyway, I really like this song for some reason.  I was glad they played it.  And Jim Carrey’s leg guitar was a definite added bonus.  So random!  I love it!!

4 Coneys 

Sketch:  The Rialto Grande

Premise: Recurring sketch where struggling lounge comedian fights for laughs

Jason:   Uggh.  Not a fan of this sketch beyond Armisen’s drummer.  Can’t believe how fast this was brought back either.  Worst.

2 Coneys (totally all Armisen too)

Heather:  Eh.  Not the best way they could’ve ended such a great show, but it was alright.  Armisen continued to crack me up with his old man drummer character.  His slow motion drum roll was definitely a highlight.  And like last time, I really got a kick out of the waitresses’ faces as they walked by with the cocktails.  Especially Poehler’s!! But if they wanted a showstopper, they for sure got one when Walken came out with his pants around his ankles!  He really added that extra oomph to cinch a 3 coney count.

3 Coneys

Closing Comments:

Jason:  Whoa.  Fallon didn’t appear in anything besides Weekend Update and Morgan and Sanz didn’t appear in any live sketches at all.  Crazed.  

All in all, another solid Walken installment.  Him, Goodman, Baldwin, Bill Murray, Tom Hanks and Steve Martin can always be counted on for amazing shows.  

Based on coney count alone, Walken has tied Gordon for 2003’s current best episode over here.  

34 out of 48 Coneys 

Heather:  Although McCain still beat out Walken by 1 measly coney, I still feel that this episode was the best of Season 28.  It was consistently funny and Walken is just one of the best hosts this show has had.  

38 out of 48 Coneys

