Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Special Episode:  SNL Weekend Update Halftime Special (1/26/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Weekend Update Cold Opening

Premise:  WU interrupts Fear Factor for a live Super Bowl Special

Jason:   Very, very good.  They totally reworked the opening to resemble American Idol.  Each cast member was introduced by name and city followed by a little song clip.  I totally wish this would become the normal intro for the show!  Very clever.

4 Coneys.

Heather:  This was awesome!!  I am an avid watcher of American Idol and having just watched almost 4 hours of the show (which I had taped while I was in Utah), it was seriously one of the best openers ever!  From the Poehler twins to Maya’s “I beg to diffa,” everyone was right on with their characters.  Hilarious!!

4 Coneys

WU Bit #1

Jason:  So this was basically a stretched out version of Weekend Update.  The jokes here were pretty good, but it was the guest stars that truly made this a standout.  Kattan as Gollum deciding who he liked more in the Super Bowl was hilarious.  Even the played out drunk girl got a chuckle.  Why can’t every Weekend Update have this much energy?

3 Coneys

Heather:  It’s nice to see WU keeping the momentum going after that extraordinary opener.  I really enjoyed Kattan’s “precious” Gollum.  Could be one of his finest characters!!  I wasn’t too thrilled to see Drunk Girl, but the fact that she had a buffalo wing in her bra kept it from bringing down this bit entirely.  Regardless, this is much better than I expected so far.

3 Coneys

WU Bit #2

Jason:  Another American Idol bit?  The judges commenting on the show so far was OK, but they should have left it with just the American Idol show opening.  

Sanz came out as Gene Shalit and almost ruined the whole segment with this tired, tired routine.  Luckily, Hammond’s Hardball picked up the pace again.  

3 Coneys

Heather:  Keep it going WU!!  Hardball was out of the blue but a real nice surprise.  I never really laugh at Sanz’s Gene Shalit until he does his dance at the end.  I wasn’t disappointed, but they definitely could’ve had a better guest spot.  

I liked the American Idol bits with the judges critiquing the jokes.  Poehler’s portrayal of Paula Abdul was terrific.  

3 Coneys. 

Commercial:  Dean Edwards 

Premise:  Commentary on Super Bowl commercials

Jason:   Worst.

0 Coneys

Heather:  I didn’t get how this was supposed to be funny.

0 Coneys

Jimmy Fallon Live “Idiot Boyfriend”
Jason:  What the fuck?  This is possibly the worst thing I’ve seen in recent TV history.  Total waste of time and money.  No further comment. 

0 Coneys

Heather:  Wow.  Now, not only is Fallon a tool, he’s creepy as well.  Why was he staring into the camera and smiling like that??  And is he really called the Jimmy Fallon Situation?  WHATEVS!!!  This almost took everything good that had happened in the last 20 minutes and flushed it down the toilet.  Bad move you guys.  Seriously.

0 Coneys

Closing Comments:

Jason:  I guess this is about what I expected it to be.  I totally didn’t see a live Jimmy Fallon performance coming, perhaps I should have.  For the small amount of time they had to work with and the audience they were going after, I can’t see what they could have done different.  I do know that overall the special fared pretty poorly in the ratings, so it’s doubtful we’ll see it again in 2004.

10 out of 20 Coneys

Heather:  This had so much great potential for at least 4 or 5 more coneys!!  But Fallon had to ruin it all!!  Whatever.  As long as we don’t have to be subjected to that shit during a real episode.  Otherwise, it was a pretty good attempt at gaining NBC ratings.  

10 out of 20 Coneys

