Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Episode 11: Matthew McConaughey/The Dixie Chicks (2/8/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Totals:

0-10 Coneys – Garbage

11-20 Coneys – Needs Improvement

21-30 Coneys – Average

31-40 Coneys – Above Average

41-50 Coneys  - Instant Classic

51+ Coneys - Unparalleled Comic Genius

OAD = Original Air Date (coneys will be awarded as they were on the sketch’s original appearance)

Pre-show Comments:

Jason:  Believe it or not, I'm not all that familiar with McConaughey. I've only seen him in three films: Dazed and Confused, the dreadful Amistad and the semi-enjoyable U-571. Not to sound too much like a frat boy, but I always have loved his performance as Wooderson in Dazed and Confused. 1994-Jason and friends used to run around quoting his lines like we were the kings of comedy. If he can rack up another character performance like that on a few sketches, this has potential to be a very good SNL.

As for the Dixie Chicks, I don't mind them. I've picked up their albums at the used CD shops a few times, but always end up putting them back. You must admit, their songs are catchy - plus one of them is always pregnant which makes for a funny looking stage presence. Something about pregnant women playing fiddles singing about killing rednecks has to make you love the country music industry.
Heather:  Ah, Matthew McConaughey. So dreamy. From the first moment I set eyes on him in the wonderful Dazed and Confused, I was hooked!!! That velvety smooth southern accent proclaiming, "That's what I like about these high school girls. I keep getting older, they stay the same age," was one of the finest moments on the silver screen as far as I'm concerned. Unfortunately, his acting career has succumbed to cheesy romantic comedy roles, with the exception of Reign of Fire, which was so best evs!!! But, I don't think that will stop him from hosting a kick-ass SNL show this week. This guy can be pretty funny, in a kind of I don't give a flying f#%k sort of way, so I'm confident he'll put out a lot of good sketches.

Cold Opening:  Special Session of the UN Security Council

Premise:  UN spends most of their time deciding on lunch plans

Jason:   Just goes to show you how useless the UN can actually be!   Very good idea, but like most good cold openings – they kept it going a few minutes too long.  At least Armisen and Edwards got some face time.  Kattan’s impression of the Chinese ambassador was mean, but also pretty funny while Fallon’s chuckle head French impression was a disaster.

2 Coney

Heather:  Boooorrrring.  Way too long, especially since I didn’t laugh once.  Not even at Armisen.  About the only thing this opener accomplished was making me want to punch Fallon in his stupid smiling face.  Not a good way to start off the show.

0 Coneys

Monologue:  McConaughey

Jason:  What a mess!  Worst monologue of the last few years!  You could actually hear his feet shuffling around on the stage it was so quiet in the audience.  And what was the smoking pot bit?  This is SNL.  Ditch the lame ass high school stoner humor.  This type of comedy shouldn’t have to be resorted to as much as it is.  Not even Amy taking a “Amy Poehleroid” could save it.  What a waste.  

0 Coneys

Heather:  Was this for real??  Did the entire audience leave studio 8H for coneys??  Cause they sure weren’t getting them here!  What a piece of shit monologue!!  I did expect some pot references because of Dazed and Confused, but come on!!  And what about him totally jumping over the stairs onto the stage?  Seems like he’s trying too hard to make this funny and failing miserably.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  Idiot Blind Date

Premise:  A blind dates gets off to a rough start

Jason:  Decent idea, but Dratch in this type of role is getting old.  The mis-guessing of the weight and sex partners was alright, and the drawing McConaughey did of Rachel was best, but why is this the opening sketch?  I hope some of the others are a bit stronger!

2 Coneys

Heather:  Anyone else notice how much “wine” Dratch was consuming??  I hope for her sake it was real because it would be about the only way to get through this sketch.  This sucked ass!!  What’s up McConaughey??  You are so letting me down here!!

0 Coneys

Commercial Parody:  Nutri-Quick

Premise:  Anal Suppository lunches

OAD:  10/5/02

Jason:   See Damon review

4 Coneys

Heather:  See Damon review.

4 Coneys

Sketch:  Jarret’s Room

Premise:  Recurring sketch in which college burnouts host a show streamed over the internet

Jason:  What the hell?  This is the third time this sketch has been on since November.  It got zero coneys on the Murphy episode, it got courtesy Phish coneys on the Gore/Phish installment and it gets absolutely no coneys here.  What is the attraction to this idiotic sketch?  This is Sanz, Fallon and Richards at their absolute worst.  

Fallon.  You weren’t on during the Mike Myers years.  Stop recreating his sketches you fucking asshole.  Stop trying to disguise “Wayne’s World”.  Give it up.  

0 Coneys

Heather:  Dear lord, what the fuck is going on?!  Worst sketch made even worse by a lame-ass Wooderson with…wait a minute….could it be?….yep….no funny lines or delivery!!

0 Coneys  

Sketch:  War Protesters

Premise:  McConaughey trys to lead a mob of protesters

Jason:  Have you ever seen PCU?  If yes, this sketch was nothing but a shortened version of that.  Awful.  McConaughey is officially on track to be worst episode of the season.

0 Coneys  

Heather:  I don’t know why, but I actually found this sketch to be funny.  McConaughey was worst, but the random protests from the crowd had me laughing.  Armisen effeminately yelling, “Homophobe!” was great.  That and the fact that I caught him chuckling when Parnell screams about “jumping down Lincoln.”  This wasn’t by any means a great sketch, but compared the garbage thus far, it was pretty damn funny.

2 Coneys.

Music:  Dixie Chicks

Jason:  Didn’t know this song, but I didn’t hate it.

1 Coney

Heather:  I’ve actually heard this song once or twice.  I wouldn’t rush out to buy the album, but they do have pretty voices.

1 Coney

Weekend Update

Jason:   Again, Weekend Update comes to the rescue.  This segment has really stepped it up in recent episodes.  The jokes were consistently funny (even Fallon’s PS2/cellphone gag) and I really liked the little Orange Alert dance.

Morgan also had a really good bit as Joseph Jackson bitching about his kids.  There has been a lot of rumor in the last month that Morgan will be splitting at the end of this season for a shot at sitcoms.  To be honest, I hope he goes.  SNL could use a little less recycled sassy black characters and Brian Fellows.  However, going without Astronaut Jones might prove tough!


The standout of this WU?  Armisen and Forte’s tax song of course!  Probably the two best people on the show in a little bit all their own.  So good.  SNL will be in good hands when these two work up the ranks.

3 Coneys

Heather:  Finally!  Something I can really laugh at!!  Great jokes all around.  The PS2 cellphone especially got a lot of laughs.  And what about Armisen and Forte’s tax guidelines song?!  I gotta say, it was awesome seeing those two together, and singing no less!  Strongly rivals the fake fighting Nummer and I witnessed live in Studio 8H just a mere 4 months ago.

3 Coneys.

Sketch:  Club Traxx

Premise:  European TRL type show

Jason:  Armisen as a main character in a sketch!  Not since October’s Safety Gang sketch in the Gellar episode some say?

He was pretty funny here, but Maya and McConaughey sort of brought it down.  McConaughey’s Chrome character with all his “Wows” got really annoying and seemed to have belonged in Sprokets decades ago.  The album he was promoting was called “Glass Penis” though.  That’s good for something.

This sketch looks like it could be recurring.  May get better with time.    

2 Coneys

Heather:  OK.  Lotsa mixed feelings on this one.  Armisen, of course, was best as Leonard.  His accent and songs had me rolling!  He was GREEEAAAT!!  But McConaughey was just plain creepy, with his belly all hanging out and his “wows.”  Was he supposed to have mental problems?  I mean, was he actually asked to portray the character like that or was it his own creation.  I’m not sure I can look at him the same after that display.

2 ½ Coneys

Sketch:  Office Stories

Premise:  McConaughey recaps his weekend/nightlife stories
Jason:  Kattan must have wrote this one since he is in the whole thing.  I’ve worked in offices with guys like this, so I kind of related to it, but overall it still came up short.  

1 Coney

Heather:  Really had to fight against the overwhelming urge to fast forward.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  Second Time Around

Premise:  Glenda Goodwin (see Vardalos episode) now hosts a talk show

Jason:  I thought Maya’s delivery was weak last time around, and my opinion doesn’t change here.  Who the hell wanted this character back?  And in twice the amount of screen time?  Seriously, Lorne and Maya must have something going on if shit like this is making it to air.  That or the cast is having the king of all “off weeks”.  Maya.  Shut up with your “Hyun-dai-ay”.  

And what was McConaughey’s character all about?  What a sad attempt on Lorne’s part to boost coney ratings by showing some flesh.  Might work on Heather, but not me.  

This sketch  = garbage.  

0 Coneys

Heather:  Alright, alright, so I WAS staring at McConaughey’s fine looking abs throughout this entire sketch.  But only because it helped to tune out the horrible, horrible dialog.  I can’t stand Maya’s voice as Glenda Goodwin and McConaughey should really just stick to his sexy southern accent.  Lorne should really give this sketch the keys to the street and do it tonight!

0 Coneys

Music:  Dixie Chicks

Jason:  Great tune.  Not sure of the name.  

3 Coneys

Heather:  Didn’t like this one very much.  Not my scene I guess.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  McConaughey’s Red Hot Texas

Premise:  McConaughey promotes his own chili
Jason:  C’mon SNL.  Who’s idea was it to open with stoner humor and close with fart jokes?  Is some kid in junior high writing for the show now?  This was worse than Derek Jeter’s Taco Hole last season.  

McConaughey episode.  Such a train wreck.

0 Coneys

Heather:  It’s interesting.  The sound effects in this sketch really summed up this whole episode.  One big fat smelly piece of crap.

0 Coneys

Closing Comments:

Jason:  What a bad episode this was!  And fresh off two above average installments no less.  This was one coney better than the Gellar/Hill disaster back in October and just as bad as the DeNiro/Jones snoozer in December.  I guess the extended break didn’t do the cast any good in the sketch writing department.  Stop giving screen time to shitty Maya and Fallon sketches and let the new guys make name for themselves.   I’m sure a lot of people wouldn’t mind Richard’s Dr. Phil sketch again.  And where has Ferecito been?  And while we are at it, I WANT MORE PARNELL GEORGE W. BUSH!

McConaughey.  Stay away from comedy.  You got lucky in Dazed and Confused.  You’ll never top it.  

Next week is Garner and Beck.  Should be much better.  Hopefully Heather’s cute female host = Leatherman or Jarret’s Room won’t come true.  Keeping my fingers crossed that The Flaming Lips will be Beck’s backing band on the show too.  Coyne on SNL equals four automatic coneys!

18 out of 52 Coneys

Heather:  This may not have been technically the worst episode of the season (it beat Gellar only by 2 ½ Coneys), but it is officially the most disappointing, for me at least.  My preshow comments couldn’t have been more off.  It just seems like McConaughey was almost psychotic in his attempts to make us laugh.  I don’t get it?  How can someone so sexy be such a chode?  And nice closing comment.  “Keep on living”??  I say keep on walking….far away from Studio 8H and never come back.  Nummer summarized it perfectly when he said McCona-Worst will never top Dazed and Confused.  Such a let down.

12 ½ out of 52 Coneys

