Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Episode 10: Ray Liotta/The Donnas (1/18/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Totals:

0-10 Coneys – Garbage

11-20 Coneys – Needs Improvement

21-30 Coneys – Average

31-40 Coneys – Above Average

41-50 Coneys  - Instant Classic

51+ Coneys - Unparalleled Comic Genius

Pre-show Comments:

Jason:  Adam Graham said it best, this is possibly the best SNL pairing since Jack Black/The Strokes.  Liotta!  Karen!  This will be the first SNL appearance for both Liotta and The Donnas.  Early sketch spoilers promise great things too (Falconer?).  So much potential to overtake Gore/Phish as my Season 28 best episode front-runner.

 

Too bad Heather is jetting off to Sundance and will miss the episode live.  Dude, get your priorities straight!
Heather:  I'm sure you'll be seeing a very high coney count for this week's SNL
hosted by Ray Liotta.  I've been looking forward to this episode for
weeks!!  Liotta is so good and I know he'll bring a lot to this Saturday's
show.  Now I know Liotta is typically portrayed as the tough guy in his
movies.  But unlike DeNiro, I think he'll be able to pull off a lot of
good, versatile sketch characters.  I saw him on Conan a few weeks ago
promoting Narc, and he was pretty funny.  Very easy going.  And with rumor
being that The Falconer is going to make an appearance, I think Liotta SNL
has the potential for phenomenal ratings.

I don't really know a lot about The Donnas.  I don't own anything by them
and the only time I've ever seen them was during their cameo appearance in
1998's  Jawbreaker.  However, I've been hearing a lot of good things about
them, so I'm anticipating an entertaining performance.

Cold Opening:  CNN – Donald Rumsfeld Q&A

Premise:  Rumsfeld uses song to avoid answering questions about current Iraq developments

Jason:   A musical opener.  Seldom seen I suppose.  Too bad it suffers the same fate as most recent cold openings – way too long.  Using Nancy Sinatra’s “These Boots Were Made for Walking” to describe the current Saddam issue was clever and Hammond’s Rumsfeld is always 100% on the money, but I’m really starting to grade down for the lack of George W. openers.  How will Parnell ever perfect the impression if he doesn’t get chances to work on it?  Oh well, 1 coney for the dancing girls in the meantime.

1 Coney

Heather:  I was actually pleasantly surprised with the way this opener played out.  I was kind of bored with it in the beginning, but the whole “These Boots Were Made for Walking” segment was so out of the blue and stupid it made me laugh.  It was also pretty neat to see the band in the background.

2 Coneys

Monologue:  Liotta

Jason:  Liotta voice revealed!  This could have been one of the better monologues of the season had it not been for the Fallon focus.  Seriously, Fallon has shown improvement over the last few episodes, but he is still very far from deserving the level of attention he gets.  How and why America fell in love with this jackass is beyond me – at least Liotta punched him here.  

2 Coneys

Heather:  WOW!!  Liotta!!  This was a great monologue!  Liotta was awesome.  I absolutely love it when the hosts go into the audience.  And the punch to Fallon’s stomach at the end was excellent!  

3 Coneys

Sketch:  Live with Regis and Kelly

Premise:  Parody of morning show

Jason:  Poehler!  This has been her best work in months.  Did anyone notice her ankle tattoo?  Is that real or a Kelly prop?  This was done really well and truly deserves to take the place of Morning Latte as the recurring talk show sketch.  And Liotta as David Caruso?  Best.  Kattan’s gay routine fit in perfectly here as well as the show’s producer.  Solid sketch.

3 Coneys

Heather:  I think I might’ve watched this talk show once since Kelly Ripa joined as co-host.  I gotta say, she is so annoying!!  Poehler couldn’t have done a better job.  Actually, everyone was great in this sketch.  Lotsa chuckles!!

3 Coneys

Sketch:  Fun Friend Club

Premise:  One of the kids in the club has matured very early

Jason:   This was a one bit gag that got old faster than Fallon sucking.  Liotta’s fits as Smiley the Dragon were good, but Dratch had the annoyance factor on high.  Almost as high as here Boston Teen character.  The “Show it to Me” song got a few chuckles though – who can’t appreciate Liotta singing?

2 Coneys

Heather:  This sketch was reminiscent of the Peter Pan sketch with DeNiro but unfortunately not as good.  Liotta was decent as the dragon.  However, the only time I really laughed was when he told Dratch’s 12 year old character that “she came back from hiatus with jugs.”  Wasn’t really into this one.

1 Coney.

Sketch:  The Falconer

Premise:  Donald the Falcon again leaves his partner stranded in the woods
Jason: BEST THING EVER.  BEST THING EVER.  BEST THING EVER.  BEST THING EVER.  BEST THING EVER.  BEST THING EVER.  BEST THING EVER.  

The Falconer is back!  With a newly extended beginning!  This time around, Donald ventures back to college and parties at a sorority house.  And who knew that Donald and I had a birthday in the same month?  This sketch was simply perfect.  “Ahh Falcon you never stay” – Poehler.  So good.

4 Coneys

Heather:  Oh Donald!!  I didn’t think it possible, but this was even better than The Falconer’s debut sketch from the Vardalos episode.  Donald’s scream after the limbo had me in tears!!  EEEEEEEEEEE!!!  IHOP wiffles y’all!!!

4 Coneys

Sketch:  Straight Talk About Today’s Markets

Premise:  A business CEO talks the truth about the stock market with the public

Jason:  Uggh.  Bad way to follow up what will surely be the episode’s best sketch.  Parnell was decent as the business CEO, but I found this pretty boring.

1 Coney  

Heather:  This was an alright sketch, especially given the stock market as of late.  Forte stood out the most with his dumbfounded question to Parnell’s CEO about why they pulled out of stocks: “You knew about 9/11?”

2 Coneys

Sketch:  Hannibal Lost Ending

Premise:  An extension of the crazy brain eating scene in Hannibal

Jason:  Two Hannibal Lecter sketches in the same season?  Seldom.  And what’s up with Fallon doing Pat O’Brien two weeks in a row?  Especially since this one wasn’t nearly as good as last week’s.  Dean Edwards as Wayne Brady as James Brown got some laughs, and so did the “Taking Care of Business” by BTO montage.  Other than that, mediocre at best.

2 Coneys

Heather:  This was a decent sketch, but too predictable.  When I first heard about this, I was hoping for something on par with Damon’s Hannibal goes to College skit.  But, alas, it wasn’t.  Still got some chuckles though.  I don’t know why, but when Hammond really started to get worked up as Hannibal, he started to sound like JB to me??  Weird, but at least it made me laugh more!!

2 Coneys

Weekend Update

Jason:   How about that Air Bud joke?  Out of nowhere and so good!  I’m glad to see WU back on a hot streak.  There were a few installments last fall that had me worried.  So glad to see Will Forte as Tim Calhoun again too.  This one wasn’t as good as the original, but the new crazier hand movements still made for some big laughs.  It’s about time someone in politics realized that “blind people think they’re so cool”.  Glad to see the Joke Off segment back too.  

3 Coneys

Heather:  Good, Great, Grand!!  Forte’s Tim Calhoun, who’s running for President in 2004, was hilarious.  I miss dinosaurs too!!  And did anyone get a load of Tracy Morgan’s affirmative action bit??  Check out that coat and hat man!  Best!!  The Joke Off about the naked flight was pretty good as well.  But what was up with the burglar at the end??  So random!!

3 Coneys

Music:  The Donnas

Jason:  Take it Off! So good.  Who do you watch?  Donna A or Donna C?  

3 Coneys

Heather:  Decent performance.  Donna C is crazy!!

2 ½ Coneys

Sketch:  The Hangman

Premise:  An old west hangman wants sex with an 82-year-old women
Jason:  Another one bit premise in the same episode?  I guess I shouldn’t be surprised.  There was something about this one though.  It reminded me of something you would have seen around 1989:  bad computer graphic title card, desperate attempt at establishing a catch phrase and lots of dry humor in the dialogue.  Who knew people used to surf the telegraph to stay current with “gray foxies” back in the old west?

2 Coneys

Heather:  I don’t know why, but this kind of reminded me of the Molecular Man sketch back when Conan hosted.  Probably cause Liotta kept saying “The Hangman” while looking into the camera.  This could’ve been a lot better though.  Did giggle a bit when Liotta called Forte a “homo.”

2 Coneys

Sketch:  Top O’ the Morning

Premise:  Two Irishmen drink host a show in a bar

Jason:  Whoa!  Talk about the ability of a guest host to turn a complete shit sketch into something great!  Again, the sketch is Fallon and Meyers’ horribly obvious attempt to recreate the atmosphere of Mike Myers’ “All Things Scottish”, but this time around they had a secret weapon:  Liotta playing Golden Tee 2003 like a mad man!  So funny.  Fallon and Meyers’ also had a decent bit about miniature darts.  I guess even the worst of sketches can get a laugh once in awhile.

3 Coneys

Heather:  Liotta playing Golden Tee with his huge forearm was the only thing remotely funny about this sketch.  Unfortunately though, not enough to save it.  Why, why, WHY does Fallon ALWAYS have to laugh??  Just like the last time he punched the wall, he laughed this time around as well.  So annoying.

½ Coney

Music:  The Donnas

Jason:  This time around they did “Who Invited You”.  Again, A or C?  

3 Coneys

Heather:  Pretty good.  Liked Donna F’s little dance.  Really liked the cowbell!!

3 Coneys

Sketch:  Rialto Grande Casino

Premise:  Struggling lounge comedian fights for laughs

Jason:  What was this mess?  Kattan’s last-ditch attempt to create a recurring character other than Mango (who thank God is still absent from Season 28)?  I wonder if Kattan just came from a screening of Wet Hot American Summer?  You can’t help but notice the similarities between Kattan’s creation and the lounge comedian character used in the talent show scene at WHAS’s conclusion.  

Armisen again gets some solid supporting character laughs as the old drummer missing all the punch lines, but other than that, this sketch was doomed the moment Kattan showed his face.

2 Coneys

Heather:  I have mixed feelings about this sketch.  Bad first:  How is Fallon getting on so many sketches??  Especially with a host like Liotta.  Has he replaced Maya as Lorne’s new love interest??  And Kattan.  My God Kattan, give it up.  Now good:  Armisen.  Can always count on him to brighten up an otherwise dismal sketch.  His routine as the old man drummer was priceless!!  I also got a laugh out of Fey’s face as the first waitress who walks by with cocktails.

2 Coneys

Closing Comments:

Jason:  Overall, not a bad episode.  No “0 Coney” sketches either.  That always looks good in the history books I guess.  Besides the Falconer and Regis and Kelly, none of the sketches were absolutely amazing – but Liotta was just excellent in every role.  This episode really demonstrates how a host can make for a solid SNL.  Episode trivia bit:  Elijah Wood was originally scheduled to host the show.  While I don’t doubt that he could have done a great job too, I’m just really glad he cancelled because I doubt Liotta would have gotten the offer in anything other than a last minute scramble to fill the slot.  Here’s hoping he gets asked back before he throws in the towel.

31 out of 52 Coneys

Heather:  Pretty good show!  I’m glad to see my predictions about Liotta were right on this time around.  He was so into the show it made me into it.  And every character of his was solid, even if they weren’t all hilarious.  Can I hear a YEA for Liotta!! 

Just a couple of fun little tidbits I saw during the end credits.  Donna F headbutts Liotta after he thanks everyone and says goodnight!  Armisen and Fey dancing in their costumes from the last sketch!!  Good stuff.

I also noticed Donna R talking to Richards.  Where was he this whole episode??

Good show all around!!  

30 out of 52 Coneys

