Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Episode 19: Adrien Brody/Sean Paul & Wayne Wonder (5/10/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Totals:

0-10 Coneys – Garbage

11-20 Coneys – Needs Improvement

21-30 Coneys – Average

31-35 Coneys – Above Average

36- 40 Coneys  - Instant Classic

41+ Coneys - Unparalleled Comic Genius

OAD:  Original Airdate

Pre-show Comments:

Jason:   As most of you know by reading SNL updates on whatevs, Renee Zellweger was originally slated to host this episode. What happened is anyone's guess, but Adrien Brody is as good a replacement as any I suppose. 

Brody is a decent actor. While I still haven't seen The Pianist, I'm semi-familiar with his work from The Thin Red Line, New York Stories and Summer of Sam. 

As for Sean Paul & Wonder Wayne, I have absolutely no idea who these bozos are. I'm told one has to do with reggae? Worst. This could be as laughable as that Bubba Sparxx (sp?)/Shakira pairing last season. 

Expect this to be the typical Season 28 outing. One or two good sketches, then a bunch of filler, un-inspired, garbage. 
Heather:    I'm not too excited about this week's episode with host Adrian Brody, although I'm not sure it would've been any better with previously rumored host Renee Zellweger. I know next to nothing about Brody's acting skills, so I can't really comment on how good of a host he'll be. But I picture this episode to follow suit with the majority of the shows this season: mediocre. Sure, it might have a few good moments, but I get the feeling that most of the time I'll be desperately searching for something, anything to laugh at just so I don't feel like I'm wasting my time. 

Sean Paul?? Wayne Wonder?? Reggae?? Doesn't seem to make the show any more appealing. 

Cold Opening:  American Idol

Premise: Stab on how drawn out American Idol is

Jason:   Don’t tell anyone!  Maya was actually funny in all the Coke parody commercials!  

This was OK.  Morgan was very funny as Reuben, as was the entire judge panel.  It sort of stretched thin towards the end, but overall it was a good twist for a cold opener.  

2 Coneys

Heather:  This was awesome simply because it was a nice change of pace from all of the political satire.  I’m a dedicated American Idol watcher (even though it’s been getting kind of hard as of late) and I have to say that everyone was pretty dead on with their characters.  Especially Fallon as host Ryan Seacrest and Kattan as Clay Aiken.  Parnell also did a fantastic, albeit brief, job as judge Simon Cowell.  His comment about how he hopes Seacrest gets SARS was best!!  It did end up running a little long for my taste, even though I know that was the whole point.  Still, it was one of the best cold openers I’d seen in a long while.

3 Coneys

Monologue:  Brody

Jason:   I don’t understand why this guy is such a heartthrob!  His nose is identical to the one Fallon wore last weekend for the Count Chocula costume.  What was with all the kissing (note to SNL as well, guys kissing guys has lost the shock value as being funny – stop doing it).  

The bit with Brody’s parents were OK, but couldn’t save the weird pacing the whole thing had.  I’m glad they didn’t keep it going another minute or two.

1 Coney

Heather:  Well, they pretty much tired out everything Brody did at the Oscars, which ended up being fairly lame.  I’m not sure what else they could’ve done though.  At least the part with his mom was unexpected.  But all around, it wasn’t all that funny of a monologue.  

1 Coney

Commercial Parody:  Mom Jeans

Premise: Line of jeans made only for Moms

Jason:   Perfect!  All Moms have these jeans!  Best “all females” spoof since the old school tampon commercial from last season.

3 Coneys

Heather:  I don’t know what it is about Poehler and Fey, but they make these types of commercial parodies so hilarious!!  They seriously couldn’t have gotten the Mom jeans look more exact!!  “ I’m not a woman anymore…I’m a mom.”  Great!!

3 Coneys

Sketch:  Brian Fellows Safari Planet

Premise:  The host of an animal showcase can’t keep his mind straight

Jason:   Ahh.  The last Fellows sketch ever (until of course, Morgan hosts the show circa 2006).  

Here we see exactly why we won’t miss this sketch.  One guest comes on, Morgan gets upset and orders them to leave.  During the next segment, Morgan daydreams about the first guest taunting him (in this case, ANOTHER bit involving an animal with hair clippers).

Glad I’ll never have to write about this sketch again.

1 Coney

Heather:  I am really hoping the only reason this skit made it on the air is because of Morgan’s departure from the show.  I think this idea could’ve really made it if whoever wrote this would’ve been just a little bit innovative.  It’s just not funny when you know exactly what’s going to happen.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  Self Involved Date

Premise:  Dratch dates a man who is obsessed with himself

Jason:   Where can I get that Kattan wallpaper?  I’d even settle for those Kattan shirts!

This sketch was pretty good.  The Journey CD was really funny and Adrien Brody as the “man servant” was actually a little creepy.  Best sketch of the show so far.

3 Coneys

Heather:  This was surprisingly good!  That huge mural of Kattan’s face was hysterical.  It made me try and picture something like that of my face in my house!!  BEST!!  The bit where Kattan recorded himself singing to Journey on a cd because he was sick of the original songs was classic.  “ I did it with all of my cd’s.  Don’t you just love music??”  I could’ve done without Brody’s weird manservant character though.  Kind of reminded me of Heggie’s man-maid in New York!!  

3 Coneys

Sketch:  Live with Regis and Kelly


Premise:  Parody of the morning show

Jason:  Much like Fellows, this sketch is also “business as usual” now.  The two hosts come out, Kelly talks about babies, Regis asks Gillman about his weekend and then has to deal with Kelly not knowing his celebrity references.  

If they don’t add something new to this sketch next time, it’s doomed.

1 Coney

Heather:  This sketch still has it’s moments, but it does get less and less funny with each one.  I still enjoy Poehler hitting and yelling at Hammond though.  And Kattan as Gellman always seems to manage to make me laugh, especially when he is using his pink parasol to protect him from SARS!!

2 Coneys

Sketch:  A Cartoon By Robert Smigel – Saddam and Osama

Jason:   Wasn’t a huge fan of this one.  Some of the fake cartoon commercials were decent, but overall it was typical SNL Saddam humor.  

1 Coney

Heather:  This couldn’t have been funnier!!!  I haven’t laughed this hard at a TV Funhouse since Charlie Brown’s Christmas from the Gore episode.  It’s funny to think that Americans are probably really portrayed as pig-eating, pork-rind munching monkeys in Iraqi cartoons!!  I especially liked the bit about the 70 virgins in heaven simply being 70 versions of the Olsen twins!!  Genius!!

4 Coneys

Music:  Sean Paul

Jason:   Some say not necessary.

0 Coneys

Heather:  What was going on with Brody’s reggae bit??  Was that his idea??  Worst!!  The only thing even worse: Sean Paul’s performance.

0 Coneys 

Weekend Update
Jason:   WHY DO THEY KEEP BRINGING THIS DRATCH MUTANT CHARACTER BACK WITH THE ARM GROWING OUT OF HER HEAD?  This character isn’t funny.  Dratch spitting on live TV is absolutely disgusting.  Awful.

The jokes this time around from Jimmy and Tina were pretty standard – read NO STANDOUTS!  I’m wondering why there wasn’t a joke about the media reporting that Fallon was leaving after this season.  Perhaps there was more truth to that story than what Fallon’s agent has spoken back with?

Sanz as Elton John was pretty good though.  Every once in awhile, Fallon and Sanz giggling at each other is actually effective.  Wouldn’t mind downloading these songs either.  Pretty funny.

2 Coneys

Heather:  This edition of WU was pretty forgettable.  How many times are they going to use Dratch’s deformed character??  It’s been used, I think, three times now?  And every time she’s supposed to be someone different!!  That’s just being lazy now.

The only real standout for me was Sanz coming out as Elton John and playing songs from some musical based on Anne Rice’s vampire, LeStat.  I wish that him and Fallon could’ve been a little more serious about it in the beginning though.  But when Sanz really got into it and was hitting the desk next to the keyboard like it was still the piano, it got funnier.

2 ½ Coneys

Sketch: Lensmasters 

Premise:  Gay men try to sell glasses

Jason:  Where did this go wrong?  Brody and Kattan were pretty good at their gay impressions, but this sketch completely sucked.  Not much audience laughter at all.  

0 Coneys

Heather:  This sketch totally had the potential of Jeffrey’s, but it lacked the stamina.  I laughed briefly at the end when Kattan pulled out the Sight Stick by LaFlange.  But mostly it just made me really miss Ferrell because he could’ve done so much more with this idea.

1 Coney    

Sketch:  Ballroom Dancing for Beginners

Premise:  Brody teaches a dance class for people with no clue when it comes to dancing

Jason:   This sketch was weird in that it featured a few random characters introduced throughout the season, but mixed them all together.   This has been done one other time this season (Hayek episode), but this one wasn’t nearly as funny.  Armisen and Sanz’s characters are funny to watch, but the group as a whole isn’t tight enough.

0 Coneys 

Heather:  I didn’t really care for this sketch idea back when it debuted in the Hayek episode.  Needless to say, I didn’t really like it this time around.  I still get a kick out of Armisen and Sanz, who is light on his feets, but mostly this whole skit just seemed to bomb.  

1 Coney

Music:  Wayne Wonder

Jason:   What the hell am I watching?

0 Coneys

Heather:  Sean Paul bad??  Not compared to this douche!!  And nice t-shirt Brody had on of himself.  ASSHOLE!!

0 Coneys  

Sketch:  Velvet Productions

Premise:  Meeting in which porn movie producers brainstorm for movie titles

Jason:   “Sweet Home Alan’s Butthole”.  This was good because you know there are actually meetings like this!  I loved how they had someone in the meeting by mistake in the beginning too.  Good way to end a lacking episode.

2 Coneys

Heather:  This was alright, but got pretty cheesy towards the end.  I’m also sick of Brody just playing gay characters all night.  It seems like every character has had the same feminine voice and mannerisms.  The one joke I did chuckle at was when they were trying to find a title to a porn based on Gladiator and Parnell came up with Glad He Ate Him.  HA!  It started going downhill with the whole The Pianist / Penis debacle.

½ Coney

Closing Comments:

Jason:   Well, here is another episode in the “average” or “needs improvement” coneys category.  There hasn’t been a full decent episode since Latifah/Dynamite and that was over two months ago.  

Unfortunately, the trend will not be broken on the season finale next week.  Why the hell is Aykroyd hosting?  Where is someone from X2 or the Matrix Reloaded?  

16 out of 52 Coneys

Heather:  At least this episode ended up being better than I expected, but no thanks to Brody.  He was basically the worst part.  I guess that maybe he should just stick to dramas.

21 out of 52 Coneys  

